An ANSWER to the moit Material Objettions aga + 
the Bill for Reſtraining the Eaſt-India Wrought Silks, &,- 
Humbly offered to the Conſideration of the Lords. Fo 
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its own Courſe. | + cha WS by 
nf. Allcrading Nations have, and do at this Day put a reſtraine</>- 
upon Trade according as their Circumſtances require : The French 
ooo . © © have many Years ſince, by extraordinary Impoſitions, prohibiced all our- 

Woollen Manufattures, and by that means have ſet them up, in. their own Country, totheir 
great Advantage. The Dutch, who are little more. than Carriers. of Goods from one 
Country to annther, yet do often prohibic, and for Inſtance, have by great Impoſitions 
prohibired our Dyed Woollen Manufactures, by whygh means they have gained chat 
profirable Imployment. The Venetians have cob 'our Cloth: The Sweeds and 
Danes the''kz. The French have by ſevere Edidts prohibited all India. Silks, Bengals, and 
Painted Calicoes; and 4 Multicude of Inſtances might be given of this Nature. Our 
own Statute-Books ate full of them ; che 4# of Navigation, and the 4# for Preventing 
the | rtorion of Wer!) have been, and are of infinite Benefit to this Kingdom. 

Ohy. Th:t the Zaft Tudia Trade a greatly beneficial to England. 

nf. KK what the Writers for the Eaft-India Company have aſſerted be true, That Three 
Parts of Four of the whole imported have been again exported to Foreign Parts, or if 

. what the late Author of the Eſſay on the Eaſt-India Trade ailerts be true, That one half 
has been exported and has brought in 6000007, more than the prime Coſt in India, then 
this Trade, in that Reſpet, may well be accounted a profitable Trade to this Nation : 

But this, though often aſſerted, has not been made appear in ſuch manner as a Buſineſs of 
ſo great. a concern to the Eaft-Mmdia Company ought, or might have been; and we have 
great Reaſon to believe that no ſuch Quantities are,or ever were exported ; But ſuppoſing 
that great Quantities were exported, this Bill does notextend to hinder that Trade. 

- Obj. That it muſt be granted that the Eaſt-India-Trade in General # prejudicial to Europe, 
and if all by common Cinſent would agree to deal no more with them, it would ſave the Expence 
of a great Treaſure ; but ſince that cannot be done, it would be Egregious Folly in ws to quit it. 

Anſ. The Reaſon why the Eaft-India Trade is prejudicial, is, becauſe we draw from 
thence nothing of ſolid uſe, Materials to ſupport Luxury, Periſhable Commodities, and ſend 
thicher Gold and Silver, which is there buried and never returns, and the Burden of this 
bears hard-only on the Countries which conſume chem, as the Author of the Eſſay has 
very well obſerved, and from thence inferr'd , That the' French did wiſely to prohibir. 
Now if this be true, as undoubtedly it is, there cannot be greater or more cogent Argu- 
mentsfor the paſſing this Bill, which is not to deſtroy the whole Trade, but only part of chat 
which their own Advocate acknowledge is very hard upon us, who are the Conſumers. 

Obj. The Bill now propoſed will be abſolutely deftrudive to the Eaſt-India Trade, and ſhould 
we quit the Hold we have in India, the Dutch will undoubtedly ingroſe the whole, which 
wih be of dangerons Conſequence. 

Anſ. That what by this Bill is to be reſtrained cannot be: computed to above one half of 
the home Conſumption, and the whole is accounted, by the Author of the Eſſay, but one 
half of the Trade; fo thar at moſt ic will be leflen'd bur one Fourth Part, which by che 
Addition that may he made by bringing home Raw-S1ilks, Corton Yarn, &c. may in a 
great meaſure be made good ; And why Three Parts and more ſhould not be carry'd on 
without the remainder, is very. hard tor us to imagine. The French have prohibiced all 
Wrought Silks, Bengalls and Printed Callicoes 3 and yer they carry on their Eaſt-India Trade : 
and in caſe the Eaft-India Company, either through Poverty or any other Reaſons, ſhould 
not be able or willing to carry it on, there are Merchants enough in England to take it up : 
But if we cannot trade there without che Conſent of the Durch, who are now very pow- 
erful and can bring together 4o ſtrong Frigats (as the Author of the Eſfay tells us) which 
is much more than we are able or can pretend to do, they may as eafily beat us out of 
the whole as of what will be ſtill lefe. Therefore the beſt way as we humbly conceive to 
ſecure us from thoſe Fears, is, to keep our Treaſure to imploy our own people, and increaſe 
our ſtrength at home. SY 

Obj.7he Company ſend great quantities of our ManufaQtures,and bave in return WroughtSilks: 

Anſ. The Company are obliged to fend 100000 }. worth of our Manufafures, but have 
not done it; for'by Accounts taken out of the Cuſtom-houſe Books, there cannot be 
found 100000 ]. worth in Two years laſt paſt, and not 20000 }.worth laſt year, and how 
much of this has been really Exported and ſent to India we know not,but have great rea- 
ſon to believe that great Quantities were either not ſhipt off, or not ſent thicher, bur to- 
Spain or other Parts where they take in Bullion; for this is moſt certain that the Indiani 
wear none, or fo little of our ManufaQures as is not worth mentioning :- 'Tis true chat 
ſince the Company have been obliged they have ſent ſome Cloth, which they have ſold in 


the Gulph of Perſia, and brought in rerurns Raw Silk, which have been wrought up by 
the - 
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the Indians in the Bay of Bengal into filks commonly called Perſian Taffeties, and the like, 
and from thence broughtto England, whereas formerly the Turkey Merchants uſed to fupply 
the Perſians with cloth, and brought in Return Raw Sh, and might do fo again if the 
Trade were turned into its old Channel. 

Obj. That no Country ManufaFures are made ſo dear as the Engliſh, and if we would have a 
Trade we muſt make our Manufattures cheaper. 7” 

Anſ. To this we think we cannot give a better Anſwer than what Sir Jo. Child gave in 
the like Caſe, which we find in the Preface of his Book called 4 Diſcourſe on Trade, hisWords 
are theſe, I affirm and can prove be's miſtaken in Fa& ; for the Dutch, with whom we principal- 
ly contend in Trade, give generally more Wages fo all their Manuf atures, by at leaſt Two Pence 
#n the Shilling, than the Engliſh. And adds farther, That whereſoever Wages are high univer- 
ſally throug bout the whole World, it is an infallible Evidence of the Riches of that Country: and 
wherever Wages for Labour runs low, its a Proof of the Foy of that Place. That it « multi- 
rude of People and good Laws, ſuch ag cauſe an mcreaſe of People, that principally enrich any Coun- 
try : And if we retrench (by Law) the Labour of our People, we drive them from ws to other Coun- 
tries that give better Rates, and ſo the Dutch have dreined ws of our Seamen and Woollen Ma- 
nufaQurers :And we the the French of their Artificers and Silk Manufacturers. And in Pag. 175. 
diſcourſing of the ways of enlarging our Trade, among many others, he givesthis Advice, 
That it's our Intereſt by Example, and otherwiſe not diſta?ful, above all kinds of Commodities to pre- 
went as much asmay be thelmportation of Foreign Manufactures, and to encourage thoſeTrades moſt 
that wend moft of our Manufatfturc:, 1! ſupply us with Materials to be further ManufaG ured. 

Obj. That we want Hands.::5: \{cnufatures in England,cnd Laws to compel the Poor to work 


and therefore want more an ci cc: 9 prblick Work houſes to farce them that are nor willing. 
Anſw. as the Caſe now i':1ds, we have Hands more than ſufficient to carry on the 
Manufactures which th+ ;/-7:: Trade leaves us 5 but if this Bill paſs we have great 
Reaſon to believe that ': 4 vty tori, Inployment will be found for a great number 
of thoſe now out of 21, 411d ir ſome of the 1200000 which the Author of the Eſſay 
ſays, he thinks theo + ow 1604ivins Alms in this Kingdom. It were to be wiſhed thac 
there were Public); Work boos foes Imployment of the unwiltihg Poor ; but before they 
can be imp! il in tho! 14095 it will be neceſſary ro know how the ManufaQtures can be 
diſpoſed : Any with oh tion, we humbly conceive there can be no better way found 
for their ven than by reſtraining the Expence of theſe Foreign Commodities, and that 


this will be gr-atly for the Intereſt of this Kingdom. To confirm us in this Opition, we 
have the Judgment 01 5: Fe. Ciild, that great Champion for the dia Cauſe, who in the 
Preface of his Book 0 '! rate frys, That the Expence of Foreign Commoiities, eſpecially Foreign 
ManufaFures, i the w6:;/ Exptnce a Nation can be inclinable to, and therefore ought to be prevent« 
ed as much as poſſible. | 

Obj. 7'hat it's the Intereſt cf th:s Nation to have our own Wooll chesp,and cheaply manufaZured, 
whereby we may be enabled to under-ſel all Nations, and diſcourage all People to ſer it up. 

An/. To do this we muſt bring dewn che Price of Wool and Workmanſhip conſiderably, 
and then Proviſions muſt fall in Proportion to anſwer the Wages, or elſe the Poor cannot 
purchaſe them ; and if ſo, Renrs muit abate, and when this is done, other Nations who 
contend with us in ourManufacures muſt do likewiſe,and after all this, the[»dian that works 
for a Peny a Day, will be able to underſell us all ; fo that ater all our reducing, we are 
not like to underſell all Nations, unleſs we ſhould fend ourWool! co India to be manufactur'd. 

Obj. That the home Conſumption 1 no Advantage to the Nation. 

Anſ. If a Penny ſaved be the ſurelt Permy got,then the ſaving our Penceby the Home Con- 
ſumption of cur own, inſtead of expending them for Forezgn ManufaFures, mul} certainly 
be greatly for the Advantage of this Kingdom. 

Obj. It's the Intereſt of ths Nation to wear Eaſt India Goods?, which are very Cheap, and to 
Export our own which are much dearer. 

Anſw. If we could find a Forreign Market for our own ManufaQures , this Objection 
would be of force, but (with ſubmiſſion we ſay) that this. is impoſlible ; for ic is very well 
known, that all Forreign Merkets have been plencifully ſupplyed with as much of our Wollen 
Manufa&ures as could be vended , and generally over-ſtocked ; and yet notwithſtanding 
our Exporters do not carry off above one thi1d part, (as the Perſons concern'd in the Au/- 
age, who beſt know how much is made, haye oft-times aſlerted)and in caſe a ſtop be not 
putto the Eſt India Trade, our Export muſt beleſs; for by reaſon of the great ware of 
Muſlings and Callicoes,we have already loſt the greateſt part of our Trade for WollenCloaths, 
Oc. to Germany, Silefia, &c. from whence we had formetly great quantities.of Linnens,but 
when we could no longer take their Linnens, they were forced co ſet up a Manufacture 
of Wollen, by which we have almoſt wholly loſt that profitable Trade. We have now a. 
Trade with Spain, Italy, and Turky, from whence we Import great quantities of e/ , 
Raw Silk, and Grogern-yarn, but it we muſt wear Ez dia ManufaQtures, we cannot uſe 
their Silk ; and it fo, it's reaſonable co conclude, that they muſt ſhortly follow the exam- 
ple of the Germans. As to our Plantations and Ireland, to which we ſend great quantities of 
our Manufactures, if the Eaſt India Silks, &c. are the Mpde here, they: will be 1o there,che: 
orders that are ſent from thence, being to &nd over ſuch ManufaRures, as are:maſt Faſhs-. 
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onable in England ; fo thit inſtead of a greater Exportation, we ſhall almoſt wholly loſe 
what we now have. But in caſe it were poffible to vend more, we could make much grea- 
cer Quantities, as we did laſt year, when there was a conſiderable demand for them. 

Obj. That if we do not uſe theſe India Goods, they will be carried to other places, where we 
now ſend our Manufattures, and be there uſed inftead of them, Zr 1 

Anſw. If this be true, then the Eaf-India Trade will not receive fo great Prejudice as 
15 precended ; bur this is fallacious, for the Exporters always ſend to furniſh all foreign 
Markets with what they want ; and we are very ſenſible, that they have and will be fuf- 
ficiently ſupplied with cheſe India ManufaQures, which will very much obſtru& 6ur Trade, 
and therefore we humbly conceive its highly Reaſonable this Bill ſhould paſs, char feeing 
che Miſchief they will do us in foreign Markets catihot be prevented, we may in ſome 
meaſure be helpr, by preventing our falling inco the ſame Miſchief at home; _ . 

Obj. That theſe India Mannufattares do not much binder the Conſumption of our own Manufa- 
Fures, but chiefly thoſe of Ttaly, France, 4nd Holland. © | ES, | 

Anſw. They do dire&ly hinder the Conſumption of * vaſt Quantities of our own Ma- 
nufactures, as the Norwich, London, Canterbury Antherines, and other forts of Stuffs ; as 
alſo the ManufaQures made in Briſtol, Ketering, Sudbury, Stowmarket, Rental and divers 
other places in this Kingdom ; and they do arid will in a great Meaſure, deſtroy all our 
Silk Manufatures, which of late are brought to ſuch perfeRion,as better Si/ks are not made 
in any part of the World, and are cheaper to us than any can com from the fore-menti- 
oned Countries, and have almoſt wholly beat them out of uſe. So that of late, Years 
there has been no conſiderable QuantittesImported,except. black Luteſtrings, Alamodes, and 
Velvets, for which Uſe the India Silks will tot ſerve ; 1o that the India Manuſatiurcr are 
dire&ly oppoſite and deftructive ro our own. 4 

Oby. That Silk u a Manufature of foreign Extratt, and if the Wearing of Silk could be 4bo- 
liſhed, *t would be Beneficial to the Kingdom. | 

Anſw. Thac the Aboliſhing of all toreigi wrought Silks, that are the Returns of our 
Money, would undoubtedly be Beneficia! to the Kingdom z and it is thac we now only 
Comend: for. But we do aſſert, and pliiniy demonſtrate, That the wearing of Silks, 
which are ManvfaQured here of ſuch Raw 5i!k as are the Returns of our Woollen, and 
other Manufactures Exported (as the Iralian aizd Turkey Silks are) is mach more Beneficial 
to this Kingdom, then if we wear them not, for by this means we imploy double the 
number of People we ſhould do, if we were Clad in our own ManufacRures. 

Obj. That if we take not theſe Goods, the Indians will let ws have no Salt-petre, Muſlins, 
White Calicoes, Pepper, Drugs, Raw Silks, and other Goods we want. ; 

Anſw. This is fach an Objection as ſcarce ever was made before by Mankind ; *tis juſt 
as if we ſhould ſay, we will not let the Venerians and other Nations we Trade with, have 
our Lead, Tynn, &c. becauſe they will not cake our Cloth. The Frence have Prohibiced 
all their Silks and Painted Calicoes above ten Years paſt, yet have everſince Traded wich 
the Indians for theſe Commodities, and we believe never yet wanted Salt-perre, &c. and 
why they ſhould refuſe us theſe Goods is hard to imagine. | | 

Obj. If 1his Bill paſs, it will be to the Advantage of the Scotch and Dutch, who will bring 
in theſe India Goods among us at a much dearer Rate. 

Anfw. One would think in comman Reaſon, there cannot be a more effeAual Courſe 
takento hinder that, than by Probibicing the wearing of them : For if they may be free- 
ly worn, the Scorch and Dutch will have a great Advantage, becauſe they pay little or no 
Duty to what our Ea#7-Þ#dia Merchants muſt pay ; and the very hopes, that the Perſons 
who were concerned in promoting the Scorch Company, had of vending the Wrought 


Manufactures in England, was, as we have good Reaſons to believe, one great cauſe for 


the ſerting-up that Frade.. For this is certain, that ſome of the moſt zealows Promoters of 
that Company, are the greate#t Sticklers againſt chis Bill. 
Obj. That the Paſſing thu Bill will diſcourage Navigation. 

Anſw.This is a very {trangeObje&ion,For one Ship of 500 TonsFreighted withtheſeGoods 
will bring in above 1,000,000, . worth, at but 20s. per powrid, which is a moderate Value; 
many of theſe Silks being worth 3 and 4 /. per pownd, fo tharif this ſingle Freighe were 
worn here, it will ruine above twenty times as much Shipping, which is employed inthe 
Coaſting Trade,to furniſh the Engliſh Manufa&arers,and their dependance with Coles, Corn, 
Butter, Cheeſe, and other Neceſfaries;as is eafie to be more fully demonſtrated. 

Obj. 1f there be a multitude of Hands want Work, the Herring Fiſhery would employ them 

Anſw. The Men, Women, and Children, that are employed in the H/oolen and Silk Ma- 
nufactures, are very unfic to catch Fiſh : Bur ſince it is objeed, That if this Bill paſs it 
will diſcourage Navigation, here's a proper Salvo for that Sore, let the Merchants employ 
their Stock, and the Seamen their time, to catch theſe Herrings, and then we are very ſure 
they would be much better imployed for the Advantage of the Nation than they now are: 


Obj. Thar if the Eaſt India Manufatures ray oy. prejudice our own,it is not adviſeable they. 


ſhould be Prohibited in this time of War, becauſeo 


the Companies great Loſles and Misfortunes,and 
their want of Money. 


Anſw. That the Company have metwith great Loſſes muſt need#be granted; dar 
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fo great a Treaſure fell into the Enemies hands, has been of very IV Conſequence tothe Nati- 
on , and none knows but ſuch Misforrunes may again attend them, and th-er<torethe leſs 
Trade of this kind in fo dangerous a time, the better tor the Nation; It they want Money 
ſo do the Engliſh Manufacturers, and whether che Money we now have :o Trade with 
ſhall be ſent out to purchaſe Goods fully Manufactured for our own Conſumjzti:a , which 
may fall into the Enemies Hands, or imployed to carry on our own Manufactures, we 
think, with humble Submiſſion, isno hard queſtion to be reſolved ; tor nothing is more vi- 
ſible, than that the Eaſ# India Manufactures that have been lately Imported , rakes away 
great quantities of our Money, which would otherwiſe be imployed in the purchaſing of 
our own Silks and Stuffs, and thereby give Imploymene and Incouragement. co. many 
Thouſand Families, who are now in a ſtarving condition. | 

Obj. The Clauſe in the Bill which lays the Proof on the Retailers u very unreaſonable 

Anſw. Without this the whole Bill will be rendred ineffectual, and theretore the like 
Clauſes has been incerted in all Acts of this Nature (as in our Prohibition of French Silks, 
SCC.) | 

Obj. That if this Bill paſs,it will deſtroy the Credit of the Nation, and great!y Injure thoſe who 
bave lent Meney upon the Cuſtoms of ihe Eaſt India Goods. 

Anſw. The Cuſtoms that are given for the. Security of Moneys lent by the perſons com- 
plaining (which tor the moſt :part are Linnen Drapers and Eaſt India men) conſiſts not on- 
Iy of E2ft India Goods, but allo of Wines, Vinegar, Brandy, Tobacco, all Linnens, Wood, Iron, 
Oyl, Flax, Hemp, Paper, and abundance of other Co-nmodities,too numerous to be here in- 
certed ; and the whole Ez/# Ind:s Trade has hitherto raiſed but a very inconſiderable part 
of the ſaid Cuſtoms, yet the Security has been well anſwered. Now in caſe the Cuſtoms 
ſhould be increaſed by a greater quantity of Eft Izdia wrought Silks, which muſt be worn 
here, they will deſtroy our own Manufactures, and thereby Impoveriſh not onely. our Ma- 
nufacturers, and their depencants, but the Nation in general, by which- means they will be 
diſabled from conſuming the Mines, Brandy, Tobacco, and other Merchandize, which will, 
(as we have great reaſon to believe) much more weaken the ſame Security , then this Bill 
cando; And not only fo, but much leſſen the Exciſe of Beer and At, and other the Reve- 
mes and Tizxes which are given to ſupport a 7ſt and Neceſſary Far, tor the preſervation of 
our Lives, Liberties, and Properties, | 
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